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Heating Degree Days (Base 65° F.) 


February 1982 





ALA, —— 
Mobile. 
Montgomery. 

ALASKA, Anchorage 
Barrow. oer” 
Fairbanks 
Juneau. 

Nome. . 

ARIZ. Flagstaff 
Phoenix . 
Tucson. 
Winslow 
Yuma. 

ARK. Fort Smith 
Little Rock . 

CALIF. Bakersfield. 
Eureka 
Fresno. .. 
Los Angeles 
Red Bluff 
Stockton 
San Diego 
San Francisco 

COLO.Denver. 
Grand Junction. 
Pueblo. 

CONN. Bridgeport. 
Hartford. ‘ 

D.C.Washington 

FLA.Apalachicola 
Ft. Myers 
Jacksonville. 
Key West. 
Lakeland 
Miami 
Orlando 
W.Palm Beach 
Tallahassee 
Tampa 

GA.Atlanta 
Augusta 
Macon 
Savannah. 

IDAHO, Boise. 
Lewiston. 
Pocatello 

ILL.Cairo 
Chicago 
Moline. 
Peoria. 
Rockford. 
Springfield 

IND. Evansville 
Fort Wayne. 
Indianapolis. 
South Bend. 

IOWA, Burlington. 
Des Moines. 
Dubuque 
Sioux City. 

KANS.Concordia 
Dodge City. 
Goodland. 
Topeka. 
Wichita ; 

KY. Lexington 
Louisville. 

LA.Baton Rouge 
Lake Charles. 
New Orleans 
Shreveport. 





are 
14 
1033 
84 ( 
837 
336 
368 
206 


537 








MAINE,Caribou. 
Portland. 

MD, Baitimore 

MASS. Boston. 
Chatham 

MICH. Alpena. 
Detroit 
Flint 
Grand Rapids. 
Houghton Lake 
Lansing 
Marquette 
S. Ste. Marie 

MINN. Duluth. , 
Internatl Falls 
Minneapolis 
Rochester 
St. Cloud 

MISS. Jackson 
Meridian. 


MO.Columbia. 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
Springfield 

MONT. Billings. 
Glasgow 
Great Falls 
Havre 
Helena. 
Kalispell 
Miles City. 
Missoula. 


NEBR, Grand Island. 


Lincoln 
Norfolk : 
North Platte. 
Omaha 
Valentine 
NEV.Ely. 
Las Vegas 
Reno. 
Winnemucca. 
N.H.Concord. 


N.J.Atlantic City. 


Trenton 


N. MEX. Albuquerque , 


Roswell 
N.Y.Albany 
Binghamton. 
Buffalo 
New York. 
Rochester 
Syracuse. .. 
N.C. Asheville. 
Charlotte 
Greensboro. 
Hatteras 
Raleigh 
Wilmington. 
N.DAK. Bismarck 
Fargo ? 
Williston 


OHIO, Akron- Canton. 


Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus. 
Dayton. 
Toledo. 
Youngstown. 





1037 

O56 
1109 

997 
1039 
1250 
1098 








OKLA. Okla. 
Tulsa. . ; 

OREG. Astoria. 
Burns : 
Medford. 
Pendleton. 
Portland 
Salem. 

PA, Allentown. 
Erie . 
Harrisburg 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Scranton 

R.1I.Providence. 

S.C.Charleston. 
Columbia 
Greenville 

S.DAK. Aberdeen. 
Huron. 

Rapid City 
Sioux Falls. 


City 


TENN. Chattanooga. 


Knoxville. 
Memphis. 
Nashville. 

TEX.Abilene 
Amarillo 
Austin 
Beaumont , 
Brownsville. 
Corpus Christi 
Dallas 
Del Rio. 

El Paso. 
Fort Worth 
Galveston 
Houston, 
Lubbock. 
Midland. 

San Angelo 
San Antonio. 
Victoria 
Waco 
Wichita Falls. 

UTAH, Milford 
Salt Lake City 

VT. Burlington 

VA.Lynchburg. 
Norfolk. 
Richmond 
Roanoke. 

WASH. Colville 
Omak 
Quillayute 
Seattle-Tacoma 
Spokane. .. . 
Walla Walla 
Yakima... 

W.VA. Beckley. 
Charleston 
Huntington 
Parkersburg 

WIS. Green _ 
Madison. 
Milwaukee. . 

WYO.Casper. . 
Cheyenne ; 
Lander 
Sheridan 
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FEBRUARY STREAMFLOW SHOWS SHARP UPTURN 





U.S. GEOLOGICAL 

Streamflow conditions across the country took a 
strong upturn during February, with many streams in 
a broad band from Maryland through the Ohio Valley 
and into the Midwest and the Dakotas and much of the 
Far West reporting well-above normal streamflows 
according to a month-end check of water resources 
conditions by the U.S. Geological Survey, Department 
of the Interior. 

USGS hydrologists said that the strong February 
upturn was reflected in the combined flow or the 
nation's "Big Five" rivers--Mississippi, Ohio, St. 
Lawrence, Missouri and Columbia--which averaged 
1,180 billion gallons a day (bgd) during February, 
47 percent above normal and the highest flow above 
the monthly average in more than two years. Hydro- 
logists use the Big Five, which together drain more 
than half of the conterminou United States, as a 
quick check on the status of the nation's water 
sources. 

As a further indication 
situation, many of the smaller 
across the country also reflected the general up- 
turn. Nearly one-half of the 163 key index gaging 
stations across the country reporting during Febru- 
ary snowed streamflow in the excessive range--with- 
in the highest 25 percent of record. In contrast, 
during February 1981, nearly one-half of those same 
gaging stations were reporting deficient streamflow-- 
within the lowest 25 percent of record. 

Streamflow in the Southeast, which began to show 
signs of improvement last month after being well- 
below normal during most of 1981, also made major 
gains during February. From Virginia south to the 
Florida panhandle and west to Louisiana, 90 percent 
of the key index gaging stations reported normal to 
above-normal flows for February. Much of the Flori- 
da peninsula, however, remain dry, with many streams 
still reporting well-below normal flows. 
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flows the Big Five for February: 
near Vicksburg, Miss., 645 bil- 
(bgd), 47 percent above normal 
above January's flow; St. Lawrence 
Massena, N.Y., 162 bgd, 8 percent 
and 4 percent above last month; 
Louisville, Ky., 164 bgd, 45 percent 
06 percent above January; Colum- 
Dalles, Ore., 127 bgd, 89 per- 
and 41 percent above last month; 
at Hermann, Mo., 83 bed, 161 
normal and 114 percent above January. 
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National Agricultural Summary Planting was in full swing in south central areas 
MARCH 8-14, 1982 of the State. 


HIGHTLIGHTS: Snow melt and heavy rain caused 
floods throughout the Midwest, damaging winter 
rain fields. Many fields remained too wet for mde ; 
tng fieldwork ceasmaek ys atl weather aver as Virginia, buds began to crack and show color on 
\- . e s+ ot & 7 ¥ 3 J = a* i sac . ¥ , . Z 
the Great Plains promoted growth of winter wheat atlle! Pitrth nk ge Pe icigge and apple trees. 
and pastures. Posmben arence the South bad F ta 5 Florida s_ citrus. groves were in very good 
days suitable for fieldwork Field preparations condition. Soil moisture was adequate causing 
ag on 2oce eeeeiink oe tae ehted  seleute abundant new growth. Early and midseason orange 
‘ r a, hea sitesi “+ sefe or vir >Re -Inic D 3 ; 
because of wet conditions during the spring. Soil er Ware  VIVSES Ty |S eee Pewee 8 
isture supplies are still rated adequate to ‘@lencia oranges was slow, but grapefruit harvest 
moisture SUPP ré t 5 adequate to was very active. 
Surplus. Corn planting became more widespread in 
the South. Sorghum planting centered in Texas. 


Arizona's lemon, grapefruit, and Valencia 
< . ' Orange harvests made good progress. Groves were 
Lotton planting gained momentum in Arizona and flushed with new growth and blooming increased. 
Texas. Tobacco growers prepared plantbeds= and California's avacado harvest continued 
Cj ruit r ee ae ee miei - — ai 
ae = new ll oe bb Pua atest active. Early varieties of grapes were buddina. 
Alper _ lng, toe Sai a ee eee The Navel orange harvest was at peak activity with 
Vegetable harvesting and planting was confined to secehlont entity Seekh. Sten stoked Sha tenes 
D ac * . Le eT Cc y DE r . 2d. ) 
southern are Pasveres were if reir to good harvest was slowed by a pickers strike in Ventura 
condition and were improving due to milder weather pee Valnut orunine neared coes tet ioe 
’ . * ~ . . | . rit } =) TY ) or 
and good moisture supplies. Calving and lambing sitiea . eer Omp rer . 
continued active. 





FRUITS AND NUTS: Deciduous fruit qrowers pruned 
and sprayed trees in northern areas. As far north 





SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat was greening as far VEGETABLES: Growers in some northern areas began 
north as Nebraska and in southern areas of the preparing land for planting and, in a few areas, 
Corn Belt. The crop was in fair to mostly qood seeded early season crops such as peas, onions, 


condition. Topdressing and weed control became carrots. and potatoes. 
more widespread. Florida's vegetable shipments increased 22% 
Kansas fields made excellent aqrowth as mild from the previous week, The only crops 
weather and generally favorable moisture reqistering declines were carrots, cauliflower, 
conditions prevailed. Wheat pastures were in good lettuce, okra, and radishes. The strawberry 
to excellent condition, but livestock were being harvest remained very active; quality and size 
moved off fields intended for grain. Spring were reported good. Watermelon planting continued 
seeding of oats and barley gained momentum. Early in the north; crop conditions were good in the 
seeded fields began emerging. Oklahoma wheat was south. 
in good condition; 15% of the acreage was jointing Unusually warm temperatures in Arizona 
compared to an average for this date of 10%. accelerated the growth of most vegetable crops. 
Wheat fields in Texas responded to warmer The lettuce harvest in the Yuma area slowed due to 
temperatures, but most areas need more rain for poor market conditions. Limited harvesting 
good growth. Growers were spraying for greenbugs started in central areas. Harvests of other crops 
and topdressing the crop in the Cross-Timbers made seasonal progress. 
area. Scattered fields in south central Texas and In the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, harvesting 
the Coastal Bend areas were beginning to boot. of spring onions and carrots continued, but 
Growers in the Corn Belt topdressed fields Spinach and cabbaae harvests neared completion. 
wherever conditions permitted. Flooding damaqed Planting of spring vegetables was getting into 
some fields in parts of Ohio. Montana winter full swing in the San Antonio-Winter Garden area. 
wheat was in fair to good condition with very Preplanting activities continued in the Coastal 
little wind damage reported. Bend area, and some planting had started on a 
limited bases. In East Texas, watermeton-= and 
OTHER CROPS: Corn planting became widespread tomato planting was underway. Onion planting 
throughout the South, reaching 17% completion in began in North Texas. In the Trans Pecos reqion, 
Alabama, 11% in Louisiana, 10% in Georgia, and 12% potato planting was expected to start soon. 
in Texas. Wet fields slowed progress in some California growers harvested asparagus in 
areas. Desert areas, but cool, wet weather hampered 
Louisiana rice planting was 3% complete, cutting in the Delta and Salinas Valley regions. 
compared to last year's 9% and the average of 6%. Broccoli harvests increased on the Central Coast. 
Tobacco growers continued preparing plantbeds The lettuce harvest was virtually complete in the 
and, in many areas, seeded the crop. Imperial Valley but was still active in the Blyth 
Transplanting remained active in Florida and area. Spring potato planting neared completion, 
Georgia. but sweetpotato beds were still being prepared. 
In Arizona, cotton field preparation and Strawberries were harvested in southern areas. 
planting accelerated as field conditions allowed. Processing tomatoes were being planted; 
Planting in western areas of the State neared 30% early-planted fields had emerged. Transplanting 
completion. Stands were good due to favorable of market tomato plants was active in southern 
Soil temperatures. In Texas, 3% of the acreage areas. 
was planted, about on schedule. Planting gained 
momentum in the Lower Valley and Coastal Bend PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures in the South 
areas. Some replanting was necessary due to were in fair to good condition and generally 
fields being washed out by heavy rains. improving due to plentiful soil moisture= and 
Preirrigation of cotton fields was active in the warmer temperatures. However, additional moisture 
San Joaquin Valley of California. is needed in Texas to sustain growth. Ranchers 
In Texas, sorghum planting reached 13%, stepped up the movement of cattle from winter 
lagging last year's 24% and the 21% average. wheat pastures earmarked for grain harvest. 
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J a 
State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 
national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each 
Monday by SRS State Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 





ALABAMA: Temperatures 5 to 10° above normal. Ground preparations for spring crops picking 
Rainfall less than 1.00 in. extreme north. up, San Joaquin Valley. Some northern areas still 
Fieldwork: 3.6 days. Soil moisture mostly too wet to work. Small grains growing well with 
adequate. Activities: Corn planted 17%, 1981 good moisture and temperatures. Pesticides being 
15%; Rountine farm chores, planning for this applied on grains and alfalfa fields. Pre-irri- 
year's crops, pruning fruit and pecan trees, gation on cotton fields in San Joaquin Valley. 
early planting of corn and some vegetables, Alfalfa and sugarbeets growing well. Weed and 
applying nitrogen to wheat. Conditions: fungicide treatment, weather permitting. Avocado 
Livestock, pastures fair; pasture feed mostly harvest continues. Early grapes budding. Kiwi- 
Short; stored feed mostly adequate; wheat fair fruit leafing out. Early varieties of deciduous 
to good; plowing 35%; fieldwork behind. trees leafing out. Navel orange harvest at peak, 
excellent quality. Lemon harvest slowed by Ven- 
ARIZONA: Storm latter part week produced moder- tura County picker strike. Almond trees leafing 
ate, heavy precipitation most areas. Amounts out, walnut pruning nearly complete. Artichoke 
mostly 1.00 to 3.00 in. central basins, central harvest active Central Coast. Asparagus harvest 
mountains, 0.50 to 1.00 in. lower elevations. in Desert. Cool, wet weather hampered harvest 
Flash flooding creeks entering Upper Verde River Delta, Salinas Valley. Broccoli harvest increas- 
Valley. Snow level around 7,500 ft, snowfall ing, Central Coast. Carrot active, Desert. Cau- 
mostly confined White Mountains 1] to 7 in. liflower increasing, Central Coast. Celery har- 
Another storm rapidly crossed State 14th, 0.25 to vest active Palo Verde Valley, South Coast. 
1.50 in. of. moisture. Average temperatures 2 to Lettuce harvest, Imperial Valley virtuaily com- 
9° above normal. plete. Harvest active, Blythe area. Spring po- 
Rain late week halted virtually all field ac- tato planting almost complete. Sweetpotato beds 
tivities. Hail fell some parts State, too early being prepared. Strawberry harvest southern 
to assess crop damage. Wheat, barley excellent areas, moderate with quality fair. Processing 
progress, majority crop ranged stem elongation to tomatoes being planted; earlier fields emerging. 
heading. Land preparations, planting cotton ac- Transplanting market tomatoes under hot caps 
celerated as field conditions allowed, planting active, southern areas. Poling active. Market 
western areas approaching 30% complete, stand (bush type) tomato planting active throughout 
establishment good due favorable soil temperatures. State. Range feed northern central district mak- 
Sugarbeets continued excellent progress. Alfalfa ing excellent growth. Southern ranges need more 
hay very rapid growth, cutting, baling new crop rain. Calving, lambing continue active Sacramen- 
accelerating. Land preparations, planting saf- to Valley, northern mountain districts. Bee ac- 
flower, corn for silage central areas active. tivity heavy blooming orchards. 
Safflower planting virtually complete. Growth 
lettuce, other mixed vegetables accelerated by COLORADO: The only significant precipitation was 
unusually warm temperatures. Lettuce harvest Yuma on llth and 12th when a widespread storm brought 
area slow due poor market conditions. Warmer an average of 0.50 in. of moisture west of the 
weather rapidly maturing remaining crop, harvest Continental Divide and 0.10 to 0.20 in. elsewhere. 
will be completed sooner than expected. Harvest Temperatures averaged 4 to 9° above normal in the 
broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, cabbage, greens, east and 2 to 7° above normal in the San Luis 
sreen onions seasonal progress. Limited harvest Valley and west of the Continental Divide. 
lett uce central areas. Potatoes, dry onions good 
srowth. Land preparations, planting cantaloups, FLORIDA: Cool, dry early week: light freeze and 


watermelons good progress, earlier plantings good scattered 
stand, growing well. Harvest lemons, grapefruit, 
Valencia oranges good progress. Bloom increasing, 


frost Panhandle, extreme north, mornings 
of 8th and 9th modifying temperatures midweek, then 
averaging unseasonably warm by late week into the 








sroves flushed new growth. Ranges mostly fair weekend with maximums in the 80's and a few 90° 
condition. Some poor conditions southwest. Live- readings interior Peninsula, 13th. No precipita- 
stock remained fair to good condition, mostly ade- tion Panhandle and north through the week but 
quate water. Rains will increase water supplies. scattered thundershowers averaging 0.50 to 1.00 
Mild weather, rains and prospects of early range in. central, south on llth with isolated heavier 
grass, some grass already reported spotty loca- amounts. 










tions southeast. Soil moisture mostly adequate. Corn planting 


active all areas. Tobacco transplanting in full 
7 | - - » =" y¢ y*® C Ter — ° rh . = ° 
ARKANSAS: Week began ‘cold and ended warm silent swing. Land preparation underway for planting 
aging well above normal. Rainfall light and in early soybeans, sorghum. Small grains mostly good 



















the north. The southern third received no rain. condition. Wheat, oats growing rapidly. Sucar- 
Highest temperature 82°, lowest 17°. All de- cane harvest nearing completion. Young cane good 
partures from normal ranged from 2 to 10°. Most progress. Panhandle and Lower Peninsula pastures 
rainfall 1.58 in., least O in. sood to excellent condition. Poor to fair else- 
Applications of nitrogen on wheat were vir— where. Cattle fair to good condition. Citrus 
tually completed. Wheat remained in good condi- srove condition very good all areas, adequate soil 
tion. Some field preparation continued the first moisture. New growth abundant. large quantities 
of the week but was halted by rain on 13th. open bloom. Early and mid orange harvest all but 
Soil moisture adequate. More cattle were be- over. Picking of Valencias slow. Movement of 
ginning to graze on rye grass and fescue. Live- grapefruit very active. An early week cold front 
stock in good condition. brought lower temperatures to vegetable areas. A 
warming trend at midweek with above normal temper- 
CALIFORNIA: All areas were 3 to 5% above normal. atures by late week. Skies were partly cloudy with 
Precipitation was ample with Sacramento and San isolated heavy showers. Winds light to moderate 
Joaquin Valleys averaging about 1.00 in. Hunt- but gusty during showers. Total shipments increas- 
ington Lake reported 3.60 and Blue Canyon 2.38. ed 22% from previous week. Harvest gained snap 


All zones reported some rain. beans, cabbage, celery, sweet corn, cucumbers, 
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strawberries, tomatoes. Sup- 


-abbage, ergplant 


peppers, potatoes, 
plies about steady Chinese 
escarole, parsley and squash. Volume declined 
carrots, cauliflower, lettuce, okra and radishes. 
Strawberry harvest continues very active. Quality, 
size mostly good. Watermelon planting continues 
active northern areas. Crop condition in south 
mostly good. First harvest expected late March. 
Showers beneficial. 


GEORGIA: 
in. east 
late in week. 
mal southwest and extreme northwest to 2 to 5 
above normal north central. Weekend of 13th and 
14th dominated by cloudy skies associated with 
cold front that went as far south as central 
before tracking north again as a warm front 
Scattered thundershowers over north averaging 
greater than 0.25 in. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate to surplus. 
Land preparation moderate progress. Tobacco 
transplanting good progress. Corn planting 
active south. Small grains fair to mostly good, 
wet soils causing problems in wheat some areas. 
Pastures mostly fair to good. Tobacco plants good. 
Cattle fair to mostly good and hogs good. 


Rainfall early part of week from 0.567 

central to 2.00 in. extreme south; dry 
,0 

Temperatures nearly 4° below nor- 


- O 


areas 


Cloudy to partly cloudy 
showers. Wet 


HAWAII: Weather cool. 
skies with some moderate to heavy 
weather slowed crop progress some sections 
Spoilage losses reported for few leafy crops. 
Spraying continues for diseases and insects. 
Vegetables: Supplies steady most crops. Light 
spoilage losses for head cabbage and Chinese cab- 
bage. Bananas: larvesting light. Papayas: 
Production continues heavy. However . 
were increasing because of the wet weather. 
apples: Light harvest. Rains hampering harvest- 
ing. Sugar: Some mills closed for economic 
reasons for two weeks commencing this week. Ano- 
ther two-week shutdown likely during the year un- 
less price improves. Pastures: Generally fair to 


ood. 


diseases 
Pine- 


IDAHO: Temperatures 
7° above normal. High of 
of -3° at Stanley. Most localities reported that 
precipitation was below normal. 
Fieldwork has begun in the southwest 
farmers in other 


ranged from near normal to 
» nO) ~ . 
66° at Grandview, low 


and 
localities except to start 
working their fields in a week to 10 days. 
was still snow on the ground in eastern areas. 
Seed potatoes were moving, though soft roads 
did cause some problems. Some winterkill was 
reported in winter wheat but overall condition 
was good. Lambing was nearing completion and 
calving was well underway. 


There 


to 4° pelow normal north, 
Precipication 0.40 


south, 1.00 to 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 3 
normal to 6° above south. 
to 0.85 in. most areas, heaviest 
2.00 in. 

Activities: Livestock 
farmwork, ordering 


feeding and care, general 


seed and supplies. 


INDIANA: 
normal 
ss. 
south. Moderate to severe flooding 
and frozen soils in north and west 
Sunshine 54% of possible. 

Field activities limited by wet 
cover. Chemicals or manure spread on few fields 
dry enough to support equipment. Some wheat top- 
dressed. Other activities: Making plans, buying 
chemicals and seed, readying equipment, hauling 
grain, caring for and chores. 


above 
from 9Y to 
central, 1.80 
from rains 
central. 


Warm and wet. Temperatures of 4° 
averaged 36 to 48° and ranged 
Rainfall 0.80 in. north, 1.40 


c 


topsoils or snow 


| ivestock, 


IOWA: Temperatures averaged near 4° above normal 
with subnormal precipitation except moderate to 
heavy south central and southeast and a few 
adjacent counties. Week began cold with a few 
inches snow cover. Turned much warmer 10th 

with temperatures from 40's north to lower 60's 
southwest to melt snow cover rapidly. Mild re- 
mainder of week with occasional rain or drizzle 
primarily 12th and 14th. Coldest morning 9th 
with subzero central to northeast. 


KANSAS: Temperatures averaged 44° north 
and 46 to 51° elsewhere, 
west and 7 to 9% above 
Some precipitation, 
east 13th and 14th. 
blowing dust west. 
Spring seeding oats, barley gaining momentun, 
first fields emerging. Wet fields restrict seeding 
some counties. Wheat excellent growth with mild 
weather and generally favorably moisture. Wheat 
pastures good to excellent but livestock being 
moved off fields where grain crop expected. Nitrogen 
topdressing and weed control widespread. Little 
or insect or disease damage noted, 


central 
10 to 13° above normal 
normal east and central. 
0.50 in. to over 1.00 in. 
Very windy over on 12th, 


KENTUCKY : Seasonably mild and wet for late win- 
ter. Temperatures averaged mid to upper 40's or 

3 to 4° above normal. Rainfall was observed most 
areas with precipitation amounts ranging from 0.25 
to slightly more than 1.00 in. 

Fall seeded grains have greened, and beginning 
to grow. Limited fieldwork underway on well 
drained soils. Tobacco beds being prepared. 
Spring in air but farmer optimism still at a low 
ebb because of commodity prices. 


LOUISIANA: Rainfall 
6 to 8° above normal 
south. 

Soil moisture adequate. Days suitable: 4.8, 
Spring plowing 24%, 44% 1981, 28% 1980. Corn plante: 
11%, 13% 1981, 10% average. Rice planting 3%, 9% 
1981, 6% average. Winter wheat rated fair to good. 
Just beginning to head in the south. Sugarcane 
rated fair to good. Strawberry harvest has just 
begun. Pepper plants will be set up in 2 to 3 weeks 
Vegetables rated fair. Both pastures and livestock 
rated fair to good. Crawfish harvest in full-swine. 


mostly traces. 
north, 2 


Temperatures 
to 3° above normal 


MARYLAND AND DELWARE: Temperatures averaged i 
below normal. Highs averaged upper 40's to low 
90's and lows averaged low to mid 30's. The 
greatest reported precipitation was at Salisbury 
with 2.63 in. The least reported precipitation 
was at Hancock with 0.96 in. The remaining 12 
Stations reported an average 1.41 in. The 13th 
was mostly cloudy with highs in the mid 60's 
and lows in the mid 40's. Light precipitation 
fell, except at Waldorf reported 1.10 in. The 
l4th continued cloudy and breezy with highs in 
the low 60's and low temperatures in the mid 
10's with no precipitation, 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures averaged from 2% below to 
2° above normal. The week began with many stations 
recording subzero morning temperatures but as the 
week progressed, temperatures worked up into the 
mid 30's in the morning and mid to upper 40's for 
daytime highs. Precipitation ranged from 0.25 in. 
in the west Upper Peninsula to 2.25 in. in the 

east central Lower Peninsula. Monthly totals so 
far are ranging from near to slightly above normal. 
MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 1 to 5° above 
normal south to 1 to 6° below normal north. 
Average temperatures ranged from 30° southwest to 
15° north central. Warmest 55° Lamberton. 
Coldest -22° Hibbing. 
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Precipitation heavy, except only 0.10 in. or 
less southwest and south central. Most of the 
State received 0.20 to 0.50 in. with up to 0.84 
in. northeast. Precipitation mainly rain southern 
two thirds of the State with up to 7 in. snowfall 
north. Snow depth at weeks end was a trace 
southwest and generally 2 to 6 in. elsewhere, 
except 10 to 22 in. north central and northeast. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures about 3° above normal. 
Extremes: 17 and 85°. Over the weekend scattered 
showers occurred in the central sections of the 
State with heavier thunderstorms across the 
extreme northern area. Greatest 24-hour precipi- 
tation 1.13 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
3.9 days suitable. Fertilizing wheat and winter 
pastures, liming, feeding livestock, equipment main- 
tenance and farm planting were the main farm 
activities. Plowing 23% completed, 52% last year, 
33% average. Corn 10% planted, 12% last year. 
Winter wheat 15% jointing, 15% last year; condition 
good to fair. Hay and roughage and grain supplies 
adequate. Pasture condition fair, livestock 
condition fair to good. 


Fieldwork: 


MISSOURI: Temperatures ranged from 3° below normal 

in the north, to 4° above normal in the southwest 

to normal temperatures in the Bootheel. 
Precipitation averaged less than 0.25 in. 

in the western half of the State, near 0.50 

in. in the east and 1.00 in. in the Bootheel. 


MONTANA: 
in. some 
in. most 
averaged 
southwest. 
at Glasgow. 
Winter wheat condition fair to good, wind damage 
light, snow cover protection poor to fair. Top- 
soil moisture supply adequate, subsoil short to 
adequate. Calving 35% complete, lambing 30%. 
Stock water supply mostly adequate. 


Precipitation varied a great deal; 2.00 
areas west of Divide to less than 0.01 
other areas. Temperatures mild and 
2° above normal northeast to 10° above 
Highest 67° at Hardin, lowest »14" 


NEBRASKA: 
Temperatures: 
about 2° above 


Precipitation: Trace amounts only. 
West averaged 8° above normal east 
normal. 
NEVADA: Above normal temperatures and light 
amounts precipitation. Cold front early in 
brought trace amounts precipitation west. Light 
precipitation south midweek. Skies cleared and 
temperatures climbed end of period. Extremes: 
75 and 89, 

Seedbed preparation hampered by scattered 
Showers and gusty winds. Calving, lambing pro- 
eressing well. 


week 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures: Below normal early 
and mid-week, above normal 12th, 13th, 14th. Tem- 
peratures exceeded 60~ at Providence and Boston 
on the 12th. 

Precipitation: Most precipitation averaged 
1.00 to 1.25 in. over north and central, and 
about 0.75 in. south. Frequent periods of 
light precipitation continued through the week, 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged near normal. 
Extremes 3° at Newton on 10th and 69° at Pomona 
l3th. Rainfall averaged 0.29 in. north, 0.06 
in. central and 0.13 in. south. Heaviest 24 
hour total 0.18 in. at Charlotteburg on 10th. 
Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field 
capacity, averaged; 98 north, 94 central and 

94 south. 

Warmer weather 
pruning underway. 
underway for onion 
doing well. 


activities. Fruit 
Preparations 
screenhouses 


increasing farm 
Some peas planted. 
planting. Plants in 


NEW MEXICO: 
than normal. 
in the week, 

Soil moisture remains in short to adequate 
Supply. Acitivites included irrigating, seedbed 
preparation, supplemental feeding, and calving 
and lambing. Winter wheat in fair to good 
condition. Alfalfa fields beginning to show 
good growth. Transplanting of onions and seeding 
of chile peppers continuing. Lettuce in good 
condition with thinning of fields underway. 
Planting of Irish potatoes underway. Sugarbeet 
planting expected to get underway soon. Ranges 
in fair to good condition with additional 
moisture needed. Livestock in good flesh going 
into spring. Calving and lambing continuing. 
Livestock gradully being moved off of grain 
fields. 


Temperatures averaged 5 to 6° warmer 
Some precipitation received late 


NEW YORK: A series of rapidly 
moved through area very early 
again on Qth, 


developing storms 
in the week and 
lith and during the weekend. For 
the most part, precipitation was less than 0.25 
in. though the storm on 13th did produce as much 
aS 0.50 to 0.75 in. of precipitation in central 
portions. Temperatures were quite cool in the 
early part of the week but a gradual warming 
trend occurred by the end of the week into the 
weekend when temperatures rose to above normal 
readings. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures near normal in the 
mountains and northwest Piedmont, but 5 to 8° above 
normal across the rest of the State. Precipitation 
mostly light across the entire State with the 
heaviest amount being 0.88 inches at Jackson 
Springs in the sandhills. 

Soil moisture: 60% adequate and 40% surplus. 
Fieldwork: 3.3 days suitable. Condition: wheat, 
oats, barley and rye mostly fair to good; pasture 
fair to good; tobacco plant beds fair to mostly 
good; Irish potatoes fair to mostly good. Plant- 
ings: Irish potatoes 10%, 1981 54%, 19% average. 
Supplies: Hay and roughage 8% short, 86% adequate, 
6% surplus; feed grain 6% short, 86% adequate, 

8% surplus. Farm activities: Topdressing small 
grains, caring for tobacco plant beds, and land 
nreparation., 


NORTH DAKOTA: Week was slightly colder than nor- 
mal with near normal precipitation. Temperatures 
warmed considerably during the middle and end cf 
the week but still averaged about 1° below normal. 
Average temperatures ranged from 29° southwest, 
which was 6° above normal, to 12° north central, 
which was 7° below normal. Precipitation averaged 
above normal in the north and east but was about 
equally below normal south and west. Average 
precipitation ranged from 0.03 in. southwest, 
which was 0.10 in. below normal, to 0.28 in. 
tral, which was 0.13 in. above normal. 

Warmer weather as week progressed began melting 
snow leaving conditions wet and muddy. Rising 
temperatures were beneficial for calving and 
lambing which were well underway. Farmers continued 
to secure seed and prepare for the coming crop 
year, but fieldwork was still at least several 
weeks away in most areas. 

20 


OHIO: Temperatures averaged 6 
Highest was 70° at Cincinnati, 
20's northwest to mid 30's south. Daytime soil 
temperatures averaged above freezing. Precipita- 
tion generally greater than 0.50 in. with 
several areas reporting in excess of 1.00 in. 
Rain fall, coupled with a rapid melting of 
snow cover caused significant flooding. Flooding 
will cause loss and damage to winter wheat in the 
northwest. Wet fields have delayed the setting 
of cabbage in the south, prevented tovndressing 
of wheat and detained the turn-out of livestock. 


cen=- 


above normal. 
lows from mid 
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OKLAHOMA: 
handle to 1] 
received 


from 0.25 in. Pan- 
Most of State 
Temperatures 
southeast to 
north central 


varied 
central. 


oz 


Precipitation 
42 in. north 

nearly 1.00 in. 
averaged from 11° above 
5° above normal in west 
divisions. 

Above normal temperatu coupled with wide 
precipitation over weekend improved wheat 
Wheat good condition with 15% acreage jointing 
compared to 198] Days suita 
for fieldwork: 0.4. 


more. 
normal in 
central and 
res Spread 
prospects. 


and ple 


OREGON : Warm weather along 
temperatures in the mid to 
60° temperatures reached the 
soread east the Cascades. 
10° in all areas. The inning of the 
dry, but by 10th all areas had reported 
cipitation. By the end of the wt 
tions measured weekly totals fr 1.00 to 2.00 
the Willamette Valley had amounts varying from O. 
to 0.75 in. less than 0.10 in. reported from all 
Stations ea of the Cascades. Rain ued 
through the weekend. 

Soil moisture supplies mostly 
quate. Winter wheat condition 
tilization continues. Spraying 
ditions permit. Delayed dormant applications 
pears in full swing. Pear Psylla numbers low 
eggs present in most Jackson County orchards. 
Early potatoes in the Hermiston-Boardman area going 
in as field and weather condit llow. Live 
stock condition mostly good. Ra ind pastur 
fair to for good for: 
rrowth. Ca 


e coast 

high 60's; by 

Willamette 
‘T 


; 4. he 
he 12th 


the 


of down 
was 
pre- 
a- 
in. 


COO 
week 
some 


beg 


coastal st 


LO 


st contin 


iS to 


ade- 

fer- 

con- 
on 
but 


surplt 
rood. Spring 


for weeds as 


ions a 
nge 

good; need ather 
lving 


warmer we 


continues. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Warming 
beginning with weekly 
3° above normal anc 
week. Extremes -9d 
Snow early in week 
last half provided 
cipitation for 
temperatures 


cold 
QO 
J 


trend after a very 
temperatures averaging to 
about 6° higher than previous 
and 69°. Three to ten in. of 
ylus up 0.50 in. rainfall 
totals ».50 to 1.10 in. pre- 
second consecutive week. Mild 
depleting snow cover rapidly. 


TCO 


OT ( 


ainfall 0.35 
Highest 
averaged abou 
Interior Divis 


PUERTO RICO: Island average r 
0.15 in. below normal. 
in. Temperatures 
Coasts and 71% 
92 and 48°, 


in. 
weekly total 1l.: 
77 to 76° on 
L1ons. Extremes 


SOUTH CARO 
mal due to 
most days. 
L3th Lowest 
mid 20's to 

all sections 


above nor- 
Sunshine on 
in the 80's 
week in the 
normal with 


INA: Temperatures averaged 
southerly wind flow and 
lighest readings were 
temperatures for the 
low 30's Rainfall below 
below 0.50 in. 


on 


averag ing 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Average above 
East River counties were |] 

West River counties _7 to 11~ above 
Extremes: -7 and 70>. Relativel dry week 
precipitation ranging from a trace to 0.10 
Since January 1, moisture generally 0.80 tc 
i,o0 in. normal unts received in an 
area from north ce to the entral dis- 
and the 


temperatures 


to 4° above 


norma 

normal, 

normal. 

with 
in. 

b 

Above 
the 

in 


am< 
ntral 
extreme so 
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TENNESSE 
normal. 

in the no 
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Only 2 dai 
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Temperatures a\ 
Precipitation tota 
to 
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above 
from O.10 in. 
in. in the 


ranged 
cornel above 2.00 
Suitable for farn 
complete 


Land 
aver- 


work. 
the 

renewing 
lbeds ranked 
farm activities. 
home gardens 


compared 
ypdressing wheat 

eparing tobacco 
feeding as major 
ers were parin 


LO 


i t ¢ 
av ¢ 


See 


pre 


stat 


Topsoil 
Clearing 


TEXAS: Weathe 
atures, st r ong 
Weak frontal system 
Bie Be Frontal 

L7th, tth 
near rbout 
nainder St 


Partly 
souther1y 


cloudy skies, 
flow 
northwest 
Spawned 
Temperatures 
norma | 
ate rv 


warm temper- 
dominated weather. 
late 12th, central 
thunderstorms north 
near normal. Rain- 
northwest north central 
ceived below normal rain- 


system 
west 
fal] 
wh 


j ei 
a | 


le 
e 


Comme ibles: Rio Grande Valley har- 
-arrots continued. Spinach, 
down. Watermelons up to 
well. Citrus harvest con- 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area har- 
Spinach continued. Planting spring 
retting into full swing, some preplant 
continuing. Coastal Bend, preplant 
continued, lanting onions, pota- 
sood progress. North Texas, onion 
underway. Some potato planting 
region, potato planting expect- 
Onions, cabbage making good pro- 
Plains, land preparation for onions, 
wrapping up, planting just getting under- 


ial Vé get 

onions Car 

oi rvest wi nd ing 

progressing 
lve. 

rPrrocs. 


vest sprii 
ibbage 
rood stands, 
tinues act 
vest of 
vegetables 
irrigation 
activities 
toes making 
planting getting 
soon. z 
ed rin 
Seress. I oh 


some Pp 


Trans-Pecos 


soon. 


potatoes 
way. 

Range and livestock: 
rainfall he lped improve range, 
Additional moisture needed to 
Livestock in condition. Supplemental feeding 
continues. Movement of cattle from wheat fields 
stepped up. Newborn ca lambs progressing 
well. 

C rOps: 
most field 
Low Plains deplete 
sion some areas. 


Warm temperatures, 
pasture conditions. 


Sustain growth. 


Some 


rood 
] Ves . 


Open weather 
operations. 


provided ideal conditions 
High winds across High and 
face moisture, caused ero- 
Scattered showers improved mois- 
ture conditions Cross-Timbers, Blacklands. Cotton 
planting gaining momentum Lower Valley, Coastal | 
Bend. Some replanting necessary fields wash out 
by heavy 1ins. and preparation active across 
High, Low Plains. Corn, sorghum planting making 
cood progress, Black] ands to Lower Valley. Plant- 
ing full swing South Central Texas. Some areas 
too wet for planting Lower Valley. Blacklands, 
dry Slowed germination. Small grain fields 
rreening up with warmer temperatures; most smal] 
crains use more Some oat fields failed 
to recover from weather January. 

Wheat fields respond weather; however, lack 
of moisture, yield ‘ts declining Scattered 
fields beginning to South Central Texas, 
Coastal Bend. Spraying greenbugs Low Plains; top- 
ssing operations ive Cross-Timbers. Reported 
condition Stat 

15% good; 47% 


sur 


soil 


moistul 
severe cold 
warmer 
prospec 

boot 


dre act 


ewide 75% of normal with 5% excellent 

fair; and 3% poor. This compares with 

of normal last year Sugarbeet planting under- 

Panhandle Cotton planted 3%, 4% 1981, 4% av- 

erage. Rice planted 0%, 3% 1981, 2% average. Sor- 

ghum planted 13%, 24% 1981, 21% average. Corn 
average. 


LO” 
0d 


way 
planted 12%, 15' 981, 12% 
‘air and 


rain in 
latter 


UTAH: Generally 
Recurring periods 
higher elevations 
amounts moisture variable 
or none to locally heavy. 
continued generally above 
normal and 9Y above. 

Few apnles and 
Turkey placements 
calving on western 
preparation be 


mild forepart period. 
valleys, snow at 
part. Accumulated 
ranging from little 
Average temperatures 
normal ranging between 


Still in stora 
Spring lambing 
progress. Some 


potatoes 
continue, 
ranges in 
r-an in south. 


ve. 
and 
land 


VIRGIN 
in we 


LA: 
stern 
ewid 
iveragye 


with 
part 


Rain, mixed 
first 
avain er 
ged ft O, 
elow normal] eer’ ne week 
70's over the weekend. 
Fields generally remained 
moisture rated 67% 
weather increased 


up to 2,00 
ot period. 
Total rainfall 
fo to 1,50 in. 
but inc! 


in. of 
Rain 
equivalent 
Temperatures 
to the 


Snow 
areas 


S ran 
easing 
to wet for 
adequate, 33% 
days suitable 


machinery. 
surplus. 
for field- 
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work to 2.2. Where land was dry enough to support the interior, and nearly 1.00 in. above normal 
machinery, land preparation resumed. Nitrogen over the Cascades. Conditions still too wet 

was being applied to wheat and barley, with some and cold for sustained field activity. Harvests 
aerial applications where soils were too wet in progress include daffodils and forced rhubarb. 


for machinery. Preparation and seeding of Pruning and tying of caneberries continued. Li- 
tobacco beds was more active and a few more mited amounts of berry planting also took plac 
potato fields were planted on the eastern shore. Pastures growing very well. Livestock in good 
Warmer temperatures increased growth of pastures condition. Hay supplies adequate. 

and small grains. Buds on early varieties of East: Average temperatures were 3 to 5”, above 
peach and apple trees began to crack and show normal. Precipitation totals were down 0.10 to 
color. Some freeze damage was reported in Wise 0.20 in. Significant high winds occurred across 
and Patrick Counties. Livestock continued in good the Basin area on llth. Working summerfallow, 

to excellent condition. Feed generally adequate planting spring wheat, barley, peas, stringing 
but some spot shortages reported in south-central hops, and planting mint main activities. Seedbed 
areas. Pastures, alfalfa fields, peaches, barley, preparation and fertilizing of field corn, pota- 
and wheat in good to excellent condition. However, toes, and other crops in progress. Dormant spray- 







































tobacco plant beds rated only good. ing of tree fruits begun. Cleaning up orchards 
—e — : and vineyards continued. Winter wheat and barley 
WASHINGTON: West: Average temperatures — in average condition. Erosion a problem in some 
near normal except on the coast where they were Pees 
‘ ’ 970 a tel le . : areas. 
2 to 3” above normals. Precipitation on the 
coast was near normal, 0.10 to 0.20 in. above in 
International Weather and Crop Summary 
March 7-13 1982 
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AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS v 
March 7-13, 1982 
vt NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 

1. UNITED STATES: Rain and melting snow damage some Midwestern winter grains. Wetness 
causes field work to lag in the Southeast and slows California vegeta- 
ble harvest. Unseasonable warmth spurs wheat development in Great 
Plains; however, southern section remains too dry. 

2. EUROPE: Soil moisture shortage in some southeastern winter grain areas. 

3. WESTERN USSR: Overwintering conditions for winter grains continue favorable in most 
areas. 

4. NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather continues in the west; some Moroccan winter grain areas may 
be too dry. 

5. SOUTH AFRICA: Dry weather; most corn is nearly mature. 

6. SOUTH AMERICA: Dry weather for Brazil's soybean harvest; favorable weather for maturing 
crops in Argentina. 

7. MEXICO: Dryness over several areas may be slowing development of corn, grain 
sorghum, and citrus. Warm weather is generally favoring cotton planting 
and citrus blooming. 

8. EASTERN ASIA: Warm, dry weather stresses winter grains on parts of the North China 
Plain. 

9. SOUTH ASIA: Some winter grain areas of Pakistan and India remain detrimentally cool 








and wet. 
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WESTERN USSR: Generally light precipitation 
occurred over most of the region except the 
southeast Ukraine and Western North Caucasus which 
received 10 to 25 mm of rainfall. In February, 
below-normal precipitation fell over most winter 
grains, except for a narrow band of normal 
rainfall streching northeast from the southwest 
Ukraine to the Western Black Soils. Temperatures 
in February were much below normal in the 
southeast and above normal in the north and west. 
In addition, overwintering conditions remained 
favorable for winter grains throughout the month. 
Recently, temperatures over the region averaged 
mostly above normal with winter grains remaining | 
dormant. LA e 10 re ee ° 
( rere WESTERN USSR 
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EUROPE: The precipitation pattern followed that 

slackened somewhat. Wet weather 
occurred from the northwest south into France and 
Italy, reversing 4 pattern of below-normal 
rainfall in February. Dry weather persisted over 
Spanish winter grains only in their vegetative 
stage due to late plantings resulting from 
insufficient topsoil moisture. In southeast 
Europe, dry weather over many winter grain areas 
of Romania and Bulgaria continued to limit normal 
soil moisture and water reservoir replenishment. 
In February, below-normal percipitation also fell 
on most of these areas. Temperatures this week 
were near normal over most of the region, In 
contrast, temperatures for February were below 

~~ . ~ a a bk - : 

nerees Ss the southeast and above normal in the PAIN , EUROPE 
north and west. 
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in the 
eastern 
west. 
greater 
of 
Winter 
adequate 
Morocco 
grains 
during 


Some showers lingered early 
winter grain areas of Tunisia and 
but dry weather persisted to the 

precipitation was normal or 
over most crop areas, with the exception 
western Algeria and some parts of Morocco. 
grains in Algeria and Tunisia should have 

moisture, but some inland areas of 
are perhaps becoming too dry as winter 
approach the heading stage. Temperatures 
the week stayed near normal in the west and 
Slightly below normal in the east. 
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February 
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and southern Plains 
Valley, 
from North Caro- 
front moved into 
through all of 


Plateau 


southern Rockies, the central 
to northern Alabama and the Tennessee 
ward through the Appalachians, and 
lina to New England. Another cold 
the West and spread rain and showers 
the coastal States and across the northern 
to the Rockies. 


Melting snow and 
from north- 


Arkansas into Michigan and Ohio. 
moderate rain caused extensive flooding 
ern Illinois to Ohio and into Michigan. 
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in the Maize 
rainy season 
Even in 


SOUTH AFRICA: Virtually no rain fell 
Triangle during the week; the summer 
appears to be ending prematurely. 
February, rainfall had declined substantially 
below normal in some important growlng areas. The 
dryness allowed temperatures to stay above normal 
won Spat: most of the month as filling of kernels 
progressed, but readings have returned to near 
oe in recent weeks. Weather this season has 
not been favorable for the corn crop, with the 
more moisture-sensitive varieties being hit 
especially hard. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Precipitation slackened somewhat in 
northern Pakistan and northern India but remained 
above normal in many winter grain areas there. 
Temperatures remained substantially below normal. 
These conditions are a continuation of a pattern 
Which characterized February's weather--favorable 
for winter grains early in the month but becoming 
unfavorable in recent weeks. Grain quality will 
likely suffer, and some yield losses may be 
incurred if lodged grain cannot be recouped. 
Eastern India and much of Bangladesh benefited 
from above-normal rainfall, as they did through 
most of February. Winter crop prospects should be 
mostly good. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Virtually no precipitation fell on 
the North China Plain, and temperatures rose much 
above normal during the week. Although February 
weather was wetter than normal over much of the 
Plain, precipitation was barely enough to moisten 
soils as winter grains broke dormancy late in the 
month, The recent warm, dry weather’ stressed 
nonirrigated winter grains in the vegetative stage 
of development, and furthermore, irrigation water 
was reportedly in short supply. Henan and 
southern Hebei were the worst hit areas. Showers 
south of the Yangtze River became more scattered 
during the week, but conditions remained favorable 
for planting of early rice. February rainfall in 
this region was much above normal. In South 
Korea, precipitation was limited to southern 
winter grain areas as above-normal temperatures 

ccelerated growth in all areas February 
precipitation occurred mostly in the latter half 
of the month as winter grains broke dormancy;. the 
erop should be in good condition. 
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WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged above nor- temperature, 54° | was recorded in Racine on th 
mal. High 73°, low 14%. Precipitation averaged l2th. The cool spot was Morse, which recorded 
above normal. -24° on the 9th. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Days worked 
averaged 2.5. Hay short to adequate. Grain and WYOMING: Well above seasonal temperatures th 
other feed supplies adequate. averages ranging 5 to 10% above normal. Maximu 

in 50's and 60's with high of 70°. Minimums 

WISCONSIN: Week started out coid with below zero mostly in teens except for some single digits 
readings being reported on the 8th and 9th. Much in north. Lowest 1°. Precipitation amounts 
warmer weather developed by mid to late week. generally below normal except in extreme west 
Readings increased to the 40's on the 12th and 13th. and areas in Upper Platte Drainage. Maximum preci- 
Temperatures peaked in the low 50's on the 12th, pitation 0.75 in. 
Light to moderate snow occurred on the 9th. The Winter wheat mostly good condition, little 
heaviest snowfall was reported in Hudson where wind damage thus far. Barley planting underway 


4.5 in. were recorded. Widespread rain fell across Big Horn Basin. Livestock mostly good condition, 
much of the State on the 12th. The week's warmest lambing, calving increasing. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Mostly dry weather during the week 
in southern Brazil favored harvesting of soybeans 
in Parana and crop maturation in Rio Grande do Sul 
while heavy rains further north soaked the citrus 
and coffee areas of Sao Paulo and vicinity. This 
weather pattern reversed the trend exhibited in 
February when abundant rains in southern Brazil 
improved growth conditions considerably following 
the long dry spell. Late maturing soybeans in 
southern crop areas would benefit from additional 
moisture. The northern subtropical crop areas 
received somewhat less than average monthly 
rainfall. In Argentina, scattered showers fell 
during the week over most corn/soybean areas. The 
recent moisture especially benefited second-crop ' ‘ Pe, 
soybeans as other crops are approaching maturity. ' a) Y. ., \\ Me SOUTH AMERICA 
Above-average February rainfall maintained = : \ bh mic 

favorable growth conditions for cotton, corn, + . \..” on we ae 
sorghum, and soybeans. In southern Buenos Aires, ’ , Os Mar. 7-13, 1982 
recent preseason showers moistened topsoils in a 

areas where wheat is to be planted in May. 
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MEXICO: Corn and grain sorghum seedling 
elopment may be slowed by dry weather in 
several areas. The upper northeast has been dry 
for the past 2 weeks even though rains aided 
germination in mid-February. The western section 
of the southern Plateau's corn belt has remained 
dry throughout the winter, In contrast, the 
sunny, dry pattern has favored the irrigated West 
Coast vegetables; the tomato harvest is quite 
heavy and to date is averaging about a third 
greater than the 1981 season, The seasonal 
temperature rise in March has been favorable for 
planting cotton over most districts, except in the 
higher, cooler fields around Chihauhua. Citrus, MEXICO 
in peak bloom around Montemorelos, needs more rain TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
as the winter has generally been dry. Frequent, (Simm = 1 INCh 
light rains throughout the winter has plagued the 
Sugarcane harvest along the east central coast. 
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MARCH CROP PRODUCTION 
HIGHLIGHTS 


ORANGE production is estimated at 189 million 
boxes (7.34 million metric tons), down 3 percent 
from the February 1 forecast and 23 percent below 
last season. 

CITRUS production is forecast at 12.4 million 
tons (11.3 million metric tons), 18 percent below 
the 1980-81 season. 

GRAPEFRUIT production (excluding California's 
"Other Areas") is expected to total 66.8 million 
boxes (2.48 million metric tons), 1 percent above 





the February 1 forecast and 4 percent more than 
1980-81 

LEMON production to be utilized is estimated 
at 26.8 million boxes (924 thousand metric tons). 
down 3 percent from last month's forecast and 16 
percent less than last season's record high crop. 

WINTER POTATO production is forecast at 2.32 
million cwt (105 thousand metric tons), up 2 per- 
cent from last month and 6 percent greater than 
last year's record low crop. 

SPRING POTATO area for harvest is expected to 
total 77.8 thousand acres (31.5 thousand hectares). 
down fractionally from last year and the second 
smallest acreage of record. 
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